lost because of neglect, indifference, or sheer
gnorance on the part of those possessing
h material; and who after a time deemed
e material to be useless or of no worth, and
en not knowing what to do with it or where
send it for preservation, simply discarded

it.

Quite a few times we have been
writing about this problem and have ap-
pealed to all who have any archival material,
photographs, books or artifacts dealing with
Ukrainian heritage, or the Ukrainian Dias-
pora in the United States, to send it tous and
letusbethe judgeas toits value and the need
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neostaveafd g ) for its preservation for posterity.

W 7 A By sheer coincidence, a few
g j weeks before this conference, I re-
af;mw Dmt=  ceived, in the mail, an envelope
3 g’m“’:fmé. a."it };‘E‘ which contained four documents of

; _mw:h foeabel S000 an archival nature. The sender ex-
n P & mé“,‘;‘;‘é‘f &l blained that her recently-deceased

a i ﬁm:i,mmkﬂ, husband had retained these docu-

E 1 e _ ments fora long time and finally de-
~ cided to donate them to an institution

= 3 which would preserve them for pos-

On September 14- | terity; however,
16, our Museum hosted the ? et geo?e%\ﬁsﬂn]};
second conference of repre- o3 oifeian dall de-
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first conference had been held et S Ve ; Frpazzis ”l“ ps 4 2 o for us. his
ind hosted by the Ukrainian g7 ¢7%=% =1 107 @0 =7 e e e © _n%dyzu.sa
Museum-ArchivesinCleve- = 2. ., cooser o - aesics i W ?avsvt ecided,
Jand, Ohio. One of the con- : .- asalastresort, to
cerns  discussed  at  this ci 72 zpnumee st o Setid themito our
conference was the preserva- e () Museum dic?nd
tion of Ukrainian heritage in o B L promptl}f hSO-
the Diaspora, especially the et Tl 5 - L %‘W’gf tes
oathering and collecting of RS our docemﬁmcatelen
rchival al o organiza- gd zfttestationz
tions and individuals. Many beloneing o one individual who had served
jtems of archival value have already been onging to one Ndivi 0 had scrvedina

variety of official military capacities during the
Ukrainian struggle for Independence in 1918-
1920. Each document presents a fascinating piece
of information about the activities, positions, and
responsibilities of only one individual, but at the
same time each illustrates the manifold under-
takings which had to be made during those tu-
multuous years.

The first certificate, dated October 2,
1918, states that the following individual is a
member of the armed security of the railroad ad-
ministration of the Slobidska (Eastern Ukraine)
region and has the right to bear arms in the form

Explore and Experience Our Past

of asaberand arevolver. The certificate was
issued by the Ministry of Transportation of
the Slobidska region and is signed by the
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lieutenant, and stamped with theregional seal ™™, i smeno RN 5.6 g O

which has a Tryzub (Trident) in its center =~ Hempeans Gipate

and a German seal. s - 1
Thesecond document, dated Oc- yiNEEEa

tober 3, 1918, is an attestation written, signed
and stamped with an official seal (with a
Tryzub in the center) by the colonel of the
Kharkiv brigade. From this attestation we —
leam that the person in question had served
asan interpreter from the Russian to Ukrain-
ian language and also knew how to type on
atypewriter. He had held this position from
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the 1stof March to the 31st of August. Italso states
that he was a hard worker, knowledgeable, of
good character, and had fulfilled all of his duties
and had thus distinguished himself as a loyal
Ukrainian.

The third document was issued Janu-
ary 28, 1920 in Berlin by the Ukrainian Military
Medical Mission for Affairs of Prisoners of War
in Germany. From the document we leam that
this person had been a co-worker at that mission.
The document is signed by the military sergeant
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tember25, 1938 by the Mil-
itary Council of the Ukrain-
ian National Republic,
 certifies that the person in
question, for his participa-
tion in the struggle for
Ukrainian independence, is
awarded the Jubilee Cross
commemorating the 10th
anniversary of the declara-
tion of the independence of
Ukraine.

Although these four documents
reflect the activities of only one person, at
the same time they tell us volumes about the
historical aspects of those days.

Inconclusion, I appeal to all who
have any kinds of relevant documents, no
matter how trivial they may seem to be,—do
not throw anything away. Send the items to
us or any other institution in the Diaspora
which collects and preserves historic and
archival items.
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major and the secretary, and is stamped withan ~ Thank you,
official seal with a Tryzub in the center. Lubow Wolynetz
The fourth document issued on Sep-
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